
31st Democrats Newsletter

“The Republican Health Care Plan for America: Don’t Get Sick, and if You Do Get
Sick, Die Quickly”

Florida Congressman Alan Grayson (D)

Organized by R. Craig Sanders (z1n45rgiarc@netscape.com) and Patricia Szot
(szot.patricia@gmail.com)

**************************************************************************************

ONGOING FOOD DRIVE
We are doing something different. We will collect food donations for a different 31st LD organization
that collects food donations each month. This month we are collecting donations for the Sumner
Family Center. Let’s help them have a wonderful Thanksgiving dinner!
(If you know of any organizations in the 31st that collect food donations please let Patti Szot know-patricia.szot@gmail.com)
**************************************************************************************

The 31st L.D. Democrats will meet on Wednesday:
November 18, 2009

Marion Grange
27725 Buckley-Sumner Hwy E, Buckley

Coffee Hour 6 PM
Meeting 7 PM

Committee Meeting 6:30-7:00 PM
Program for October: Suzane DelBene

Come meet Suzane DelBene! Suzane is running against Dave Reichert for the 8th

Congressional District seat in DC. Come to hear what she has to say and this is your big
opportunity to ask her questions concerning her stance on the issues that will affect the 31st

LD (us).

We will also discuss upcoming events in the 31st LD. Dec 16, 2009 we will have a Holiday
Potluck and White Elephant Exchange. March 14, 2010 is our midterm caucus. We need

volunteers for both functions.

**************************************************************************
PAY your 2010 Membership Dues NOW!!! This will help us with campaigns and
functions in 2010. See Page 8 for our Membership form.
**************************************************************************



Up Coming Events:
Nov 11 (Wednesday), Veterans Day. Let us remember all the veterans that have been sent

to fight in wars by our leaders for our country. There is a great documentary called the “Good
Soldier” out on Veterans Day talking to veterans from WWII up to the present conflicts. In light of
Veterans Day it would be fitting if the senate could pass bill S.1963 “The Caregivers and Veterans
Omnibus Health Services Act of 2009”. At the present time this important bill for our veterans is
being held up by Senator Coburn. For the veterans let Senator Coburn know that out veterans
deserve the very best because they risked their lives for us (http//www.votevets.org).

Nov 11 (Wednesday), 7:30-9:00 pm, Seattle Town Hall- Mark Danner: Reports from
the World’s Hot Spots. For the past two decades, author and award-winning journalist Mark

Danner has reported from Latin America, Haiti, the Balkans, and the Middle East, exploring not
only the real consequences of American engagement with the world, but also the relationship
between political violence and power. Advance tickets are $5 at www.brownpapertickets.com or
800/838-3006, or at the door beginning at 6:30 pm.

Nov 14 (Saturday), 8:00-4:00 pm, Democrats Work-Sandbagging Green River- The

City of Auburn Emergency Management Division is calling on all volunteers to help out fellow
community members prepare for any potential flooding. There is a section of the levee that can
not be sandbagged by the big trucks, it is located at the 8th Street NE bridge, going for 650 feet
north of that point. It will take approximately 12,500 sandbags to fill this section and a large
volunteer effort to move the sandbags into place. If you want to sign up go to the following
webpage- http://democratswork.org/index.php?page=events&view=eventdetail&eventid=720
Nov 15 (Sunday), 6:00-8:00 pm, Seattle Town Hall- Ed Schultz: 2009 Tour for
Change. Ed Schultz, billed as “the most listened-to progressive radio talk-show host in America,”

brings his Tour for Change to Town Hall with a two-hour interactive discussion of healthcare
reform and other major issues. The meeting will be recorded for broadcast coast-to-coast on The
Ed Schultz Show and recorded by MSNBC. Advance tickets are $20 general/$50 VIP (includes a
pre-event meet-and-greet with Schultz and Team Fargo) here LEARN MORE:
www.bigeddieradio.com Schultz’s YouTube gallery On Facebook.

Nov 17 (Tuesday), 7:00-8:30 pm, Seattle Town Hall- Al Gore. Former Vice President

Al Gore’s best-selling book (and Oscar-winning film) An Inconvenient Truth sounded the global-
warming alarm and raised the world’s climate consciousness to a new level. Now, drawing on
more than 30 "Solutions Summits" Gore has since led with top scientists, engineers, and policy
experts, he offers real solutions to the climate crisis and describes a comprehensive global
strategy to implement them urgently. Our Choice, the latest work by the 2007 winner of the Nobel
Peace, argues that the bold decisions necessary to address the Earth’s climate can also be the
foundations of policies worldwide to create new jobs and stimulate sustainable economic
progress. Advance tickets (which include a copy of Gore’s new book, "Our Choice") are $25 at
www.brownpapertickets.com or 800/838-3006, by emailing info@kimricketts.com, or by calling
206/632-2419.

Nov 22 (Sunday), 3:30pm, Federal Way (848 South 320th St Library)-Robert Greenwald’s

“Rethink Afghanistan”. Robert Greenwald has done a fantastic job of addressing the war in

Afghanistan. AlterNet has a wonderful review article of this film on Oct 6, 2009
(http//www.alternet.org).
***************************************************************************************



2009 Election Results
No 1033-Yea!!!
Approve Referendum 71-Yea!!

King County (http://your.kingcounty.gov/elections/200911/res.aspx)

King County Executive - Dow Constantine
Auditor – the votes are still being counted with Lloyd Hara ahead and Robert Rosenberger a close second.
Proposed Charter Amendments No 1, 2, 3 and 4 – Approved
Port of Seattle Pos. 1 – John Creighton; Pos. 3 - Rob Holland; Pos. 4 – Tom Albro
Mayor: Auburn – Pete Lewis; Enumclaw – Liz Reynolds

Pierce County (http://www.co.pierce.wa.us/pc/abtus/ourorg/aud/elections/misc/currentresults.htm)

Auditor - Julie Anderson
Proposed Charter Amendment No. 1 and 2-Rejected; Amendment No. 3-Approved
Port of Tacoma Pos 1.-Connie Bacon; Pos 2. –Dick Marzano; Pos. 4 –Don Meyer
Mayor: Auburn –Pete Lewis; Bonney Lake –Neil Johnson; Buckley –Pat Johnson; Orting –Cheryl
Temple; Sumner – Dave Enslow; Wilkeson – Donna Hogerhuis

Comments about the local Election from Tom Cramer and Patricia Szot
The 2009 elections in King County were marked by decisive victories for the Democratic Party up and
down the ballot. The Democrats swept every contested race in the county and helped beat back irresponsible
Republican-backed efforts in I-1033 and R-71 that would have crippled our state's schools and health care
system in the middle of recession and denied basic human rights to families in domestic partnerships. Some
of the most notable races included Dow Constantine winning in a landslide over Susan Hutchinson and the
election of Rob Holland as a strong progressive voice on the port commission.

Rather than recap the entire election results in this space, I would like to draw your attention to what is
perhaps the most overlooked story of the 2009 elections. The 2009 elections served as the culmination of a
Republican strategy for contesting elections in King County and their loss in the race for the King County
Executive has serious implications for the future of the Republican Party in King County.

It is bad enough to lose by an overwhelming margin at the top of the ticket as the Democrat Dow
Constantine routed Susan Hutchinson by a margin of 58.42% to 41.40%. What makes this even worse for
King County Republicans is that it calls into question their overall strategy for winning elections. As the
national Republican Party has become radicalized in the past decade, the local Republicans have followed
along with the conspiracy theories and wild rhetoric that has increasingly removed them from the
mainstream of King County. Simply put, to get through a Republican primary candidates must hold
positions that make them unelectable in King County.

To combat this, Republicans adopted a strategy of pushing for more races in King County to be non-partisan
so that their candidates do not have to bear the stigma of having an “R” next to their name. The 2009 race
for County Executive was the first test case for this strategy and going into the campaign it seemed like the
perfect situation for a Republican to win. Hutchinson was in many ways an ideal candidate for this election.
She had the name recognition of working as a TV news anchor and the conservative credentials that come
from working for a decade at the infamous Discovery Institute. Her complete lack of experience was a plus
in this case as she was able to claim that she was not actually a Republican in the non-partisan race. Her
campaign was well-funded and professionally run by a California consulting firm and she was facing an
experienced member of the council at a time of crisis.



Despite all of these advantages, Hutchinson barely improved on David Irons showing against Ron Sims in
2005 when Irons did not even get 40% of the vote. For all of their Machiavellian maneuvering and belief
that King County voters would be unable to see through their disguise, they lost, and lost badly. One would
think that the next step is to nominate common sense candidates in the mold of Dan Evans, but that
Republican Party is 30 years in the past.

Similar behavior was observed in Pierce County. In Pierce County measures that the Republican Party had
encouraged such as Rank Choice voting and removing term limits have been voted down. Also, Julie
Anderson, a Democrat, defeated long-standing Republican Jan Shabro. As in King County, the Republican
strategy of having positions be considered non-partisan demonstrated that the people were not fooled.
Everyone knows that a person’s political leaning will dictate the policies they will endorse or push while in
that “non-partisan” office.
*************************************************************************************

Approval of Referendum 71
By Craig Sanders
Congratulations to the people of Washington state that looked deep into their soul and approved
Referendum 71. What it boils down to me, is that we are all human beings and that I don’t want to deny
two people that love each other deeply the same rights that everyone else has. What right is it of mine to
determine what two people can and can’t do as long as it doesn’t infringe upon me? To deny two human
beings something that two other human beings have solely on the idea that they are different seems alien to
the spirit of America as the land of opportunity. I fail to understand how the “equal rights of two human
beings” is going to affect my life and my marriage. Even my conservative Republican neighbor gets it.
There seems to be so much hate in this world. What are these people afraid of? It seems that the only
people that would care about denying union to other people are individuals who are unsure of their own
relationships and would deny this to others out of jealousy or feelings of superiority. To me the bottom line
is: How is the acknowledgement of the humanity of people going to mean the downfall of our civilization?
A movie that might help people understand more is called “Inlaws & Outlaws”. Let us know if you would
like to see this movie.

*************************************************************************************

Reichert Watch- The Republican Party released its Health Care Plan and they don’t think there really

need to be any changes (No big surprise!!) and it will cover LESS
PEOPLE and COST more than the Democratic bill. The Republican
Party endorses Health Insurance companies to deny coverage to
people. Congressional Republicans see no problem with that for the
rest us because their tax payer health care plan stipulates that they
can not be denied coverage. Congressional Republicans (and
Democrats) have what we, the everyday person wants. Since
Insurance companies can deny coverage and Republicans are all for
that, then Dave Reichert and other Republicans feel it is just fine to
deny a women coverage if they have been beaten by their husband or
been raped. To me, the Republican Party does NOT CARE ABOUT
WOMEN. I don’t know how any women could vote for a

Republican candidate when they tout this view. Also, the Republican Party’s Health Care program said that
Insurance Companies can charge you what ever they want. Of course they want Insurance Companies to
compete across state lines to give the people choices (in their view), but the CHOICE of a public option is
not even conceivable to them. Heaven forbid we the people to have the CHOICE of a public option to
compete with the Private Insurance Companies.


